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GRAND NEST OFFICERS ELECTED AT CALAGARY CONVENTION

First row left to right:  Guy Charron (MLGG);  Linda Meeks (Grand Keeper).  Second Row left to right:

Gerry Hale (Grand Historian);  Bill Olson (Grand Custodian);  Terry Malone (Grand Weilder); John Paris

(Grand Supervisor);  Randy Wilson  (Grand Guardian);  and  Robert Ross (Judge  Advocate).



          Nominating Committee

Michael Bennett.............314-808-7594

Jim Myers ......................636-677-7550

Art Schulte .....................636-274-9951

Darin Boggs..................314-725-2310

Publication & Publicity

Jane Herman Schultz ..636-544-0457

Membership

Jason Beckerle.............314-565-0107

Welfare

Mark Geil......................314-725-2960

Initiation

Jim Fennewald............. 636-578-8415

Special Events

Ron Farber................. . .314-691-7105

Blue Goose Officers  2011-2012

Patty Semke................Most Loyal Gander

Dennis Bryan.............Supervisor of the Flock

Marsha Ring..........Custodian of the Ganders

Della Ostendorf..........Guardian of the Pond

Bill Shimweg............Keeper of the Golden

                                                   Goose Egg

Ron Farber............Wielder of the Goose Quill

                      Chuck Cramer

   Past  Most  Loyal  Grand  Gander  2001

                    Committees

Chaplain & Memorial

Jim Myers.................... 636-677-7550

Golf

Dennis Bryan ................636-305-9010

Legal Counsel

                 Editor

Jane Herman    14625 N Court 6

               Effingham, IL 62401

               636-544-0457

E-Mail:  bherman01@earthlink.net

Reporters:

Art Schulte................ 314-406-9286

Brandon Cassidy ......636-305-3418

Renee Moore..............314-353-3559

 2 HONKS FROM YOUR MLG

EDITOR’S ANNOUNCEMENT:  I am retiring as your

editor of the Blue Notes.  Marsha Ring has volunteered

to take over this publication.  Look forward to new

ideas and changes.  Thanks to all who submitted ar-

ticles and photos during my tenure.  Jane Herman

Greetings Fellow Ganders!

Welcome back from a sizzling summer.  I am

energized about the upcoming year.  The winds of

change are blowing, and the Goose has been swept

up!

First, as you may be aware, Harold Faith has retired

from the Wielder’s Position after “many” years of

service (even Harold could not remember how long he

has been the Wielder).  Harold has served the Blue

Goose dependably and admirably for 60 years.  We will

be honoring Harold at the Initiation Dinner in November.

More information will be coming!

Ron Farber is now the new Wielder!  We welcome

Ron and are pleased that he has decided to take on the

responsibilities of the position.  The Wielder’s job is

extensive and he is responsible for all the

correspondence for the pond and to the Grand Nest

and also the collection of dues.   That being said, you

may have noticed some “hiccups” in the email lately.

We are experiencing some problems moving the email

list from Harold to Ron.  Please be patient during this

time.  If you have not been receiving emails, now is the

time to speak up.  You can contact Ron Farber at

golforever4.com or his cell phone 314-691-7105.

Jane Herman, a Past Most Loyal Gander, is turning the

reins of the Blue Notes over to Marsha Ring.  Jane

stepped in to help out after the passing of George

Kindler.  We appreciate her efforts and thank her for

dedication to the Organization.

Our first lunch meeting of the year will be held on

September 18, 2012 at the Sheraton Westport.  Please

make sure you check your emails as some of the

meetings this year will also be held at the Doubletree

Hotel in Westport.  In addition to the monthly

luncheons, we will be including some extra activities.

Don’t forget about the Blue Goose Golf Tournament on

September 20, 2012.  Team slots are still open.  You

can find the registration forms on our website.

In July, I had the opportunity to attend the Grand Nest

Convention in Calgary.  I had a wonderful time.

If you have never been to a convention, I encourage you

to go.  You will learn so much about the organization

and meet many ganders from other ponds.

              (Continued on the next page.)



 3

All luncheon meetings start at 12:00 PM

There is a social time that starts at

11:30 AM.

              MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2012

    Sept. 18 Membership Meeting

Westport Sheraton Chalet

    Sept. 20 Fall Golf Outing

The Falls Golf  Course

O’Fallon, MO

     Oct. 16 Membership Meeting

**Double Tree Inn**

     Nov. 20 5:30 PM Initiation Ceremony

Westport Sheraton Chalet

      Dec. 11      6:00 PM  Christmas Party

Westport Sheraton Chalet

The St. Louis Pond will be hosting the convention in

2016.  We have already reserved our venue, the Hilton

Ballpark.  The Hilton has awesome facilities and also

the 360 rooftop bar.  Anyone interested in getting

involved in the planning please let me know.  I will be

forming committees shortly.  This is a great opportunity

to showcase all that is wonderful about St. Louis.

This year and until the convention, our charitable

contributions will be focused on children’s charities.

We will be looking into opportunities to volunteer at the

Ronald McDonald House, and get involved doing

community service with other youth based

organizations.  Watch for upcoming notices.

In closing, I want to take this opportunity to express my

gratitude to this organization as I start my final year.  I

have enjoyed the whole process and met some

wonderful people.  We have laughed, grieved and

supported each other along the way.  I will always be

thankful for the memories.

Tote Fair,

Patty Semke, MLG

Honks from Your MLG (Cont. from Page 2)
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The Ganders of the Honorable Order of the Blue Goose International descended upon the rice fields of

beautiful Calgary, Alberta for its annual convention.  The convention was held at the Hyatt Regency, located

in the heart of downtown Calgary with easy access to local shopping, restaurants and activities.  As it turned

out, the hotel was only a couple of blocks from the famous Calgary Tower, built in the 1960s to celebrate

Canada’s centennial.  A natural gas powered cauldron was added to the top of the tower to burn a flame in

commemoration of the Olympic Winter Games there in 1988.  The Ganders and guests for the convention

received a special treat when the flame was lit in recognition of  the Olympic Summer Games in London.

The St. Louis Pond was well represented at the convention in Calgary with the following Delegates as well

as additional Ganders and their guests attending:

St. Louis Delegates

MLG Patty Semke

COG Marsha Ring

St. Louis Ganders and Guests

PMLG Jim Myers and wife Carole

PLMG Jane Herman and husband (Gander) Bill Herman

PMLG Randy Wilson and wife Libby and daughters Alicia and Abby

(Convention Report continued on next page)

Left to right, Carole Myers, Jim Myers, Marsha Ring,  Abby Wilson,

  Libby Wilson, Patty Semke, Alicia Wilson, Randy Wilson,
                     Bill and Jane Herman.

CALGARY CONVENTION REPORT
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CONVENTION REPORT  (Cont.)

The Ganders of the Alberta and Edmonton Ponds were delightful and gracious hosts and we all really

enjoyed their company and city.  The convention began with a western style welcome party that included

a re-enacted gun fight.  It was a great opportunity to re-connect with Blue Goose friends around the US

and Canada as well as make some new friends.  And, of course, the tradition of trading pins was in full

swing with the local Ponds showing much enthusiasm for the practice that made it even more fun.  The

following morning included the opening ceremony and model initiation that was held in grand fashion.

The guest speaker for the Opening Ceremony was a western poet by the name of Doris Daley.  She was

so incredibly clever with the rhyme and timing of her original western poetry.  Doris is a native to the

Canadian west and drew on her experiences of singing and rhyming around the campfire in the foothills

of the Canadian Rockies.  The initiation was conducted by the Edmonton Pond who used a curling

match as the setting, which added a fun Canadian twist to the ceremony.  And, in good form, the ritual

was well done including an impressive word perfect job by the Most Loyal Gander.

The festivities continued with the All-Industry Luncheon in which the guest speaker gave a most interesting

presentation on seeding clouds to reduce the incidence of damaging hail.  As you can imagine, there is

a significant incidence of such hail storms in western Canada.  During that afternoon, the spouses and

guests toured the Glenbow Art Museum located just a couple of blocks from the hotel.

(Convention Report continued on next page)
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CALGARY CONVENTION REPORT (CONT.)

The Ganders then attended the regional and special meetings which included in the Central Region the

announcement that the Dayton Pond will host the Central Region Mid-Year Meeting next spring.  We also

discussed the necessity to bring fun and creativity into the planning for Blue Goose meetings and activities.

This the St. Louis Pond is taking to heart in its planning for the upcoming program year.  That evening was the

family night at the zoo event that included a nice meal at the zoo and private access to some of the exhibits

at the zoo.

On Saturday morning, the Grand Nest continued its meetings with awards and elections of the Grand

Nest Officers for the ensuing year.  The awards range from the Gordon Crowther Charity Award to the

regional growth in membership awards to the website of the year.  This year, the Dayton Pond won both

of the Central Region awards for membership, increases in membership and percentage increases in

membership.

As you know, the St. Louis Pond will be the host of the 2016 convention.  As part of that process, Randy

Wilson is currently serving as a Grand Nest Officer.  At the Calgary convention, Randy was elected as

the Grand Guardian.  He was nominated by PMLG Katharyn Thompson of the Oregon Pond (Katharyn

is one of Randy’s partners at RGL), seconded by MLG Patty Semke of the St. Louis Pond and called

for the close of nominations by Gander Bill Herman also of the St. Louis Pond.

(Convention Report continued on next page)
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Inspired by the western poet at the opening ceremony, MLG Patty Semke seconded Randy’s nomination

with a poem, as follows:

Back in Old St. Lou …

We know a thing or two,

about Qualities that make a Gander hip …

Like Character, Charity and Fellowship!

Randy Wilson is our man of choice,

Demonstrating leadership without raising his voice.

Patient, kind and an ever present smile …

Always willing to go that extra mile.

So today I second his nomination.

Knowing my choice won’t be an abomination.

So in closing I just want to say …

In Calgary, I have enjoyed my stay.

The newest member to the Grand Nest is Linda Meeks of  the Texas Pond,  who was duly elected as

the Order’s Grand Keeper of the Golden Goose Egg (the position that Randy held last year).  The

convention in Calgary was actually a Southern Region convention in that the south did not have a host

city come forward in Virginia in 2007.  Since then the southern region has seen resurgence in its

membership and zeal for the precepts and causes of the Order.  This is welcome sign to the health

and vitality of the organization going forward.

The new Most Loyal Grand Gander for the Honorable Order of the Blue International is Guy Charron

of the Quebec Pond.  Guy will reign over the convention next year in Quebec City where the site will

be the historic Chateau Frontenac in the old city, where the Quebec Pond has secured very reasonable

room rates.   It is sure to be a fantastic convention in another beautiful Canadian city.

The convention concluded with the Grand Banquet and Ball to celebrate another year of the Blue

Goose International and congratulate the Alberta Pond, its Grand Nest Officer and reigning Most

Loyal Grand Gander for the Calgary Convention, Lorena Kholruss and the Southern Region for their

hosting and organizing of the convention.  After fabulous formal dinner, a great band kept the crowd

dancing into the night.

Many of the Ganders and their guests stayed in Alberta after the convention to enjoy the Canadian

Rockies and the Banff  and Jasper National Forests.  The scenery and natural beauty of the region

was absolutely stunning.

All told it was a wonderful convention that was a great time by all in attendance and proved that the

friendships we forge on these occasions provide the strength in our ranks as an organization that

believes in character, charity and fellowship within the insurance industry.  Come and see why the

conventions are so much fun and meet some new  people in Quebec City next summer.

CALGARY CONVENTION REPORT (CONT.)
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CALGARY CONVENTION
PHOTOS

JULY 2012

Jim Myers

Insurance     alvor Services

JIM MYER     & ASSOC. INC

           Office: 636-677-7550

2124 Hedgewood Dr.            Fax:  636-677-3068

High Ridge, MO 63049        Res:  636-677-3068

                                              Cell:  314-605-3095

      jmyerssalvagae@gmail.com

www.woodard247.com



151Covington Dr. Bloomingdale, IL60108

Office:  630-529-2097  Fax: 630-529-2098

Toll Free 1-877-529-2090

www.uis-usa.com

Jesse Sproat  Cell: 573-701-2424

Hurschel   Alexander  Cell: 573-429-4870

Fire cause determination throughout the Midwest 

Certified Fire Investigators - Courtroom Certified 

St. Louis 

636-561-6100 

Visit us Online 

www.firecause.com 
Fax: 

 636-561-6128 

Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky 

 Origin & Cause 

 Responsibility 

 Subrogation 

 Auto 

 Residential 

 Commercial 

1-800-400-4305 

   ACS Investigative Services 

CALGARY CONVENTION  PHOTOS
JULY 2012
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24 Emergency Response                            Smoke Odor Removal

Water Mitigation                                           Document Recovery

Emergency Board Up & Tarps                 Electronic Restoration

Packouts & Storage                                         Roof Replacement

Contents Inventory & Cleaning                 Construction Defect

Soft Goods Cleaning & Deodorization                      Consulting

Commercial & Residential

616 Spirit Valley East Drive  Chesterfield, MO  63005

636.728.0580 * 636.537.1350 Fax

A FULL SERVICE RESTORATION COMPANY

Members IICRC, RIA, IAQA, BOMA & BBB

CALGARY CONVENTION  PHOTOS



� Soot Sponges

� Promotional Mini Sponges

� Cellulose Sponges

� Sponge Cloth

� Miracle Erasers

Please call us for all your sponge needs.

         314-231-6355

          Or email us at customerservice@absorene.com

Or visit us www.absorene.com
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KEN GEISZ

P D S
PRPRPRPRPROPEROPEROPEROPEROPERTY DTY DTY DTY DTY DAMAAMAAMAAMAAMAGE SERGE SERGE SERGE SERGE SERVICESVICESVICESVICESVICES

P.O. BOX 38245                                 PHO 314-653-1956

ST.LOUIS, MO 63138 FAX 314-653-0566

SPRING GOLF OUTING PHOTOS



 

 

 

 

ELECTRONIC LOSS MITIGATION 
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COMMERCIAL AND 

RESIDENTIAL LOSSES 
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SPRING GOLF OUTING PHOTOS

MAY 2012


